20%) SUMMARY AND 
ANALYSIS:OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL TO THE US. 


Statistics on visitor arrivals to the 
U.S. and market analysis of international 
travel by residents of foreign countries 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE/UNITED STATES TRAVEL SERVICE/Research & Analysis Division 


August and 
First Eight 
Months 1977 


— ti 


U. S. Depository Copy 


SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TO THE U.S. 


August and First 8 Months of 1977 


Statistics on visitor 
arrivals to the U.S. 
and market analysis of 
international travel 

by residents of foreign 
countries 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UNITED STATES TRAVEL SERVICE 
Research & Analysis 


Division 


ENT OF 
gare Coq, 


s 
TATES TRAVEY 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


INTRODUCTION 
Purpose 
Objectives 
Methodology 


Concluding Remarks 


FOREIGN VISITOR ARRIVALS TO THE U.S. 


Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S.-- 
August and first 8 months of 1977 


Statistical Tables--Arrivals to the U.S. by Residence 


Statistical Tables--Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transport 


LIST OF TABLES 
Table 1 - Arrivals to the U.S.-- August 1976/1977 
Table 2 - Arrivals to the U.S.-- First 8 months 1977/1976 


Table 3 - Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the U.S. by Geographic 
Area--August and first 8 months 1977 


Table 4 - Top Ten Overseas Tourist Generating Countries-- 
August 1977 


Table 5 - Top Ten Overseas Tourist Gererating Countries-- 
First 8 months 1977 


Table 6 - Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the U.S. (By Area 
of Residence and Month of Arrival) 


Table 7 - Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the U.S. (By Country 
of Residence and Month of Arrival) 


Table 8 - Temporary Visitors to the U.S. by Country or 
Region of Last Permanent Residence--August 1977 


Page 


13 


22 


~ 


10 


11 


i Ne 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


(Cont'd) 
Page 

Table 9 - Temporary Visitors to the U.S. by Country of Last 

Permanent Residence--first 8 Months 1977 9 
Table 10 - Temporary Visitors to the U.S. by Country or Region 

of Last Permanent Residence and Mode of Transport-- 23 

August 1977 
Table 11 - Temporary Visitors to the U.S. by Country or Region 

of Last Permanent Residence and Mode of Transport-- 

First 8 Months 1977 rae | 


a: OG 


7 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
LYRASIS Members and Sloan Foundation 


| 


http://archive.org/details/summarxOOunit | 


INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The United States Travel Service, in an effort to more effectively 
supply travel data to the industry, has prepared a monthly analysis 
of foreign visitor arrivals to the United States. 


OBJECTIVES 


Specifically, the report was designed to meet the following 
objectives: 


(1) 


(2) 


Assimilation of available travel market data from 
other U.S. Government agencies, government tourist 
offices of other countries, and international travel 
associations. 


Analysis of statistical material highlighting trends 
and significant events. 


METHODOLOGY, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS 


(1) 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 


Data on arrivals are based upon Immigration and 
Naturalization Service tabulations of Forms I-94, 

a document which visitors to the United States 

are required to complete. In addition, tabulations 
of Forms SW-434 are included in the figures for 
Mexico so as to reflect all visitors from Mexico, 
excluding border crossers. Data on Canadian arrivals 
are provided by Statistics Canada. 


The business category includes B-1l visa holders. 

The pleasure category includes B-2 visa holders. 

The transit category includes C-l (aliens in 

transit) visa holders and C-4 (transit without visa) 
holders. The student group includes F-1l and F-2 
(students and their families) visa holders. The 
categories reflect the definition of a "tourist" 

as defined by the official governmental tourist organi- 
zation, the International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations and by the tourism committee of Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


(2) International Travel Market of Selected Countries 


Data for this section are the result of many contributors, 
primarily international organizations such as the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Inter- 
national Union of Official Travel Organizations (IUOTO), the 
United States Travel Service (USTS) both here and abroad, and 
national tourist offices of various foreign governments. In 
addition, data from private industry studies on tourism are 
included in this publication. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


We hope that the users of this information will keep USTS 
informed of its usefulness. We would appreciate any 

comments on either the form or content of the data and any 
suggestions on how USTS might improve its data and analytical 
services to the industry. 
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Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 
August and the First 8 Months 1977 


August 1977 


International arrivals to the USA during August 1977 totaled over 2.6 
million, representing a marginal 2.7% increase over the volume recorded 
in August 1976. 


Table 1 
Arrivals to the U.S. 


August 1977/76 


August 1977 August 1976 % Change 

Overseas 547,216 532,940 +2.7% 
Mexico 205,214 225,890 -9.2 
Canada 1,889,154 ipl sOsiil +4.1 
TOTAL 2,641,584 2 SVS R6 | +2.6 


Of the total, nearly 1.9 million (72%) of all foreign visitors came from 
Canada. This reflected a 4.1% increase from the same month last year. 
The August increase represented the smallest monthly increase evidenced 
thus far this year, but nevertheless continues the trend of rising. 
Canadian arrivals. 


Mexican arrivals, comprising 8% of the total arrivals, fell significantly 
from the same month last year. This represents the fifth decline in 
eight months from similiar totals last year. 


Visitors from overseas countries, rose by 2.7% over totals from August 1976. 
This increase was due to the substantial rise (+19%) in arrivals from 

South America and a smaller but significant increase (3.7%) in visitors 
from Europe. Arrivals from Asia, Central America, the West Indies and 
Oceania all exhibited slight declines. 


Important tourist generating countries within Europe showing large 

increases in arrivals from August 1976 included: Austria (12.9%), 

Germany (12.3%), France (8.3%), Netherlands (16.6%), and Spain (12.1%). 
Conversely, important tourist generating European countries for the U.S. 
market showing declines included: Belgium (-3.9%), Sweden (-6.3%), Switzer- 
land (-4.0%), and the United Kingdom (-3.3%). 


The substantial increase in arrivals from South America was due to rises 
in arrivals from Argentina (up 43%); Columbia (up 19%); Ecuador (up 25%); 
and Venezuela (up 30%), respectively. Venezuela continued to exhibit 
increasing importance as a market for the U.S., marking the eighteenth 


_— 


a5 = 


consecutive month that arrivals from Venezuela increased by over 10%. In 
comparison, Brazil continued to show sharp declines in tourism to the U.S., 
exhibiting a 27.6% decrease from August 1976. 


Arrivals from Oceania decreased slightly (-1.1%) from August 1976, due 
primarily to a 5.5% drop in arrivals from Australia. Conversely, 
arrivals from New Zealand increased by a similiar rate (+4.5%). 


Turning to the Asian area, Japan recorded a -13.1% drop in August, while 
Iran showed a marked 66.3% increase over August 1976. Arrivals from 
Israel also increased substanitally, by 11.7%. 


First 8 Months 1977 
Total foreign visitor arrivals for the first 8 months of 1977 reached the 
13.4 million mark, representing a 6.6% increase over total arrivals 
reported for the same period in 1976. 
Table 2 
ArGivals, to. the U.S. 


First 8 Months 1976/77 


First 8 Months 1977 First 8 Months 1976 % Change 


Overseas 2,997,298 3, 0105972 - 0.5% 

Mexico 1,362,258 1,423, 866 = a9 

Canada 9,047,582 8,146,380 a! iat si 
TOTAL US) AN0)7/ alshs} T2208 + 6.6 


Canadian arrivals surpassed the 9 million mark, representing a 11.1% 
increase over the 1976 8-month volume. Canadian visitors accounted 64% 
Of total arrivals to the UsS. ‘for this period. 


Mexican arrivals recorded a 4.3% decrease for the first 8 months of 1977 
from last year's figures. Continued economic uncertainty, the lower 
purchasing power of the Mexican peso, and increased passport costs all 
serve as possible explanations for the continued decline. 


Arrivals from overseas countries reached nearly 3 million for the first 8 
months of 1977. This level represented a slight 0,5% decrease from the 
first 8 months of 1976. 


Increases were shown in arrivals from Asia (up 2.7%), South America 

(up 5.7%) and Central America (up 7.7%). Slight to moderate declines in 
arrivals were registered by visitors from Oceania (-1.9%), Europe (-3.4%), 
the West Indies (-7.7%). 


The main tourism generating countries of Europe continued to show declines 
in volume from last year. The most severe decline occurred in arrivals from 


AG. 


Italy (-12.5%), while the U.K. (-6.1%), France (-3.2%), and Germany (-0.7%) 
showed marginal decreases. European countries showing moderate increases 
were the Netherlands (+8.1%), Austria (+2.7%), and Norway (+4.2%). 


The 4.8% decrease in arrivals from Australia provides the explanation for 
Oceania's slight 1.9% decline from the volume recorded in the first 8 
months of 1976. 


Similarly, the slight increase in arrivals from Asia is attributable to 
the sizeable increase experienced in travel from Iran (up 51.3%) and 
"other Asia'' countries (up 33.1%) over volumes recorded during the same 
period of 1976. Japanese arrivals remained at the same relative level 
as last year (up only 0.27): 


The increase in South American arrivals was primarily due to a 30.8% 

jump in Venezuelan arrivals. For the first 8 months of 1977, Venezuelan 
arrivals represented 35% of the total volume from South America. Argentina, 
Columbia, and Chile also exhibited strong increases in volume from the 
previous year. On the other hand, arrivals from Brazil dropped dramatically 
(-49.4%) from 1976. 
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